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In the early centuries of Catholic Christianity, &h calendars were
uncommon and often imprecise, a bishop would seridap annual “Festival
Letter” to announce the proper dates for observihg fasts and feasts of the
Liturgical Year. It was not uncommon to also usehsa letter as a means of
instruction for the faithful. | have establishddst custom in our Diocese both to
foster a greater love for the liturgy and to affard/self an additional opportunity
for teaching.

Dear brothers and sisters, the glory of the Lorsl $taone upon us and shall
ever be manifest among us, until the day of Hiarret Through the rhythms of
times and seasons, let us celebrate the mystdreas salvation.

Let us recall the year’s culmination, the Sacredt&aTriduum of the Lord:
His Last Supper, His Crucifixion, His Burial, andsHRising, celebrated between
the evening of Thursday, the 5th of April, and thening of Sunday, the"&f
April.

Each Easter, as on each Sunday, Holy Mother Chonzkes present the
great and saving deed by which Christ has conqusneaind death.

From Easter are reckoned all the days we keep holy:

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, in the Yda&war Lord 2012,
will occur on the 2% day of February.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast abosfinence. In
commemoration of the Lord’s death on the crossfFatlays of Lent
are days of obligatory abstinence. Abstinence frowat is also
recommended on all the Fridays of the year.



The annual Chrism Mass, during which the priestewetheir ministerial
commitment, will be celebrated in the Cathedralfaesday of Holy
Week, the 3rd day of April.

No other activities or pastoral responsibilitiescept the need to tend to the
dying, should keep a priest from attending the €hrMass. | also
invite the faithful of our diocese to join us fdng celebration as they
keep their priests in prayer.

The Ascension of the Lord will be commemorated emday, the 29 of
May, according to the decision of the bishops eflthinois Province.

Pentecost, the joyful conclusion of the Great Fidigtlys of Easter, will be
celebrated on Sunday, the"™fay of May.

Any Catholic in a state of serious sin is obligate@pproach the Sacrament
of Reconciliation at least once between Ash Wedmgsthd Pentecost
Sunday. All Catholics are especially urged to esaftheir sins
during the penitential season of Lent, during Adyéefore the great
festivals, and regularly throughout the year.

In a special way our Divine Savior gave the Chuhghgift of the Sacrament
of Holy Orders to make present the Paschal Myditaryall people of every time
and place. This year, the Diocese of Peoria wilélsrate the Sacrament of Holy
Orders in several ways.

On Saturday, the 19of May, | will ordain the next class of Permanent
Deacons for service to the Bishop and our parishiése next day, Sunday, May
20, | will ordain four men to the transitional die@te. On Saturday, May 26, |
rejoice to ordain 4 men to the Sacred Priesthoalésfis Christ.

| invite and encourage the clergy, consecrated arah women, and lay-
faithful to join with me at these great celebrasionAll priests serving in the
Diocese of Peoria are expected to participate enQbhdination of Priests. Except
the need to tend to the dying, no other pastory du personal obligation is of
greater importance than welcoming our new brottemur presbyterate.



| will personally give thanks to God for the Gift the Sacrament of Holy
Orders as | celebrate my"@nniversary as Bishop of Peoria in April and m{ 15
Anniversary of Episcopal ministry in December 2012.

Likewise, the Pilgrim Church proclaims the Passowoktthe Lord in the
feasts of the Holy Mother of God, the Apostles, ahd Saints, and in the
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed.

During this Year of Grace, the bishops of the Uhitates will make their
pilgrimagead limina apostolorunto the holy city of Rome. From February 8-18, |
will join the bishops of lllinois, Indiana and Wtsin as we pray at the shrines of
the Apostles and strengthen the bonds of charitlyamty with our Holy Father,
Pope Benedict XVI.

In the Year of Our Lord 2012, the Solemnity of $alaseph, the spouse of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, will be celebrated on MagdMarch 18.

The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord whblke celebrated on
Monday, the 26 Day of March.

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary is celebrated\Wednesday, the 5of
August, and is a holy day of obligation this year.

The Feast of Saint Therese of Lisieux, Doctor ef @hurch and Patroness
of our diocesan vocations program, is celebratedlonday, the
day of October, and has been raised to the raakliddrgical feast in
our Local Church.

The Solemnity of All Saints is celebrated on Thassdthe ' day of
November, and is a Holy Day of Obligation.

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed Iserved on Friday, the
2" of November.

The Church will celebrate the beginning of the rigwrgical year of grace
and prayer on the First Sunday of Advent, tffeo? December, in the
Year of Our Lord 2012.



In the Year of Our Lord 2012, the Solemnity of themaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated on Satyrdhe & of
December, and is a holy day of obligation as wslltlze Patronal
Feast of the Diocese of Peoria.

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Patronéskeo Americas, is
celebrated on Wednesday, thé'ti December.

Christmas will be on Tuesday, the™$ay of December.

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, is celled on Tuesday, thé'1
day of January in the Year of Our Lord 2012, and idoly Day of
Obligation.

Further, in accord with thEnchirdion Indulgentiarumand theCeremonial
of Bishops “the diocesan bishop in his own diocese may beshe
papal blessing with the plenary indulgence, usimg tproper
formulary, three times a year on solemn feasts,chwhie will
designate....”

As Bishop of Peoria, | am happy to bestow suchsigswith the plenary
indulgence during the Year of Our Lord 2012 atehd of Holy Mass
for the great Solemnities of Easter Vigil, Pentéc@ay, and
Christmas Eve.

To Jesus Christ, who is, was, and who is to coh Lbrd of all time and
history, be endless praise, for ever and ever. rAme



There is a Latin word for this present time betwé®n Lord’s Ascension
and his Second Coming at the end of time. Thatvi®saeculumand indicates
the temporal interval between what akeady see and what wedo not yetsee,
between what walready know and what welo not yetknow. Thesaeculumis
provisional, while the world that is to come isretd. As the Scriptures teach,
what is false, evil, and demonic in this passinglévas destined to be utterly
destroyed by the power of God whose judgement§irmakand whose rewards are
everlasting. The Church’s Liturgical Year with #@scient calendar of festivals
and religious seasons deliberately interrupts dvallenges a perception of time
that pays little attention to eternity.

Faithful believers in Christ are called to boldlyitness against the
deceptions of theaeculum Christians believe in a hope filled future ratkian
placing unqualified trust in structures of realihat are clearly racing to an end.
Those who call Jesus Lord must always be readyetoome areaking inof the
unforeseeable and eternal Kingdom of God. Thdse a¥firm the resurrection of
Christ already experience incomparable blessingthmy also know that the best
Is yet to come. The end will certainly surpasslieginning, as human existence
will be redefined in the invincible grace of God.

Like Jesus himself, his disciples are called togh&led by the Spirit and
place their entire trust in the Father. This farthGod offers clarity and insight.
This faith gives significance to what is good aidation from what is bad. This
faith calls believers to live life fully, to sengenerously, and to pray persistently.
This faith can fill the present moment with a jbwat cannot be taken away. This
faith even gives meaning to times of testing andosa This faith challenges
believers, who themselvdgiow not the time nor the hodMatthew 24:36), to
continuing conversion in expectation of a Judgentat may come at any
moment, even tomorrow, even today.

Modern science confirms the scriptural convictibattjust as each human
life will certainly end, all things in this world i surely pass away. Recently
there seems to be an ever increasing chorus oftgmeloomsday predictions that
the earth is heading towards destruction. Desanptofnot if but wherscenarios
of falling asteroids, gamma ray bursts, mega tsumiamega earthquakes, mega
volcanos, radical climate change, and worldwidedeamcs fill both the popular
media and even more serious works of investigatiBredictably, false prophets



take advantage of these anxieties and the masamsedsationalizes their specific
predictions.

National economies are also clearly in disarragnewhile crass materialism
continues unabated. Other aspects of human cufteeen as well to be in
precipitous decline. There is degeneration in ths, a debased entertainment,
casual violence, a trivialized understanding of hansexuality, an attempt to
deconstruct marriage and the family, infantile fpcdi, and an enormous erosion of
respect for human life. The world has always hadhare of trouble and terror but
despite enormous progress in science, medicommeinications, and many other
good things, there are some modern evils that neswnsto be spinning out of
control.

Related to all these challenges is a growing emiisin for radical
secularization Historically this term was first used to desertihe plundering of
the monasteries in England under Henry VIII and Vedsr used to describe the
seizure of Church schools, religious houses, orpyes, and hospitals in France
during the Reign of Terror. Perhaps even moraifsegnt than these and
subsequent attempts to destroy God's Church hash bee underlying
determination by secularists to entirely excluded@@m every aspect of public
life and eventually from human consciousness. Sdwilarists argue that man can
only be supreme (without ever asking why man shioeldupreme) if God is not
God, notthe Supreme Being. Aoto God is therefore perceived agesto man.

Following the lead of the great proponents of istindike Marx, Nietzsche,
Freud, and Sartre, some modern teachers have stugldscribe the religious
impulse as merely an expression of profound alienauch as economic injustice,
simple fear, or sexual conflict. This same catggd non believer often blames
humanity’s wars and woes on religion. The facthiswever, the greatest mass
murders and misanthropes in history have beencselcious atheists such as
Hitler, Stalin, and Mao. Another example of secutaleficence would be Pol Pot
who intellectually justified his horrific acts agat his own people in Cambodia in
terms of class warfare based on the atheistic clied# materialism that he once
studied as a student in Paris.

As social systems, nationalism, communism, andtadegmn without moral
reference to God have all justified their crimesiagt humanity in terms of
competing theories of natural selection and thevigalr of the fittest. The
mechanics of brute nature, however, clearly capnotide men and women with
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an adequate moral compass for a humane way oflivihman is just a chemical
accident, a mere collection of neurons that hasebom produced a kind of clever
monkey, then there really is no right or wrong amdintrinsic value to human
existence.

All that remains in this nihilistic perceptionbgasically self-absorption. The
premier value becomes the so called pursuit ofsélé often expressed in the
modern proverbsJust do your own thingr the more contemporary/hatever!
Interaction with others is increasingly defined pseference and appetite, and
embraces only those goals that are personally ocho$¥ith this understanding,
there can be no such thing as absolute truth begigretsonal perception of utility
based on the laws of cause and effect. When oamesiserable only to one’s self,
ethical living basically is reduced to risk managein The completely
unencumbered self really has no essential tiesnataral law, history, tradition,
family, or community.

As Blessed John Paul Il once observed with enosnpascience: “If the
promotion of self is understood in terms of abslattonomy, people inevitably
reach the point of rejecting one another. Everyelse is considered an enemy
from whom one has to defend oneself. Society besoanmass of individuals
placed side by side, but without any mutual bondéEvangelium Vitaet#20)

Today there is also a kind of sacralization of aglesuch as
environmentalism, feminism, vegetarianism, aninmglts, neo-hedonism, market
theory, and almost every conceivable variety ofrdpg. By rejecting the
transcendent, there is a tendency to attribute latescsignificance to mere
fragments of truth. There is usually little rodon the analysis of what is being
posited, because any divergence is often regarsl@dkand of heresy. Secularists
in their pronouncements, both rightist and lefts¢em increasingly inflexible
because their secular faith allows little or nomofr doubt.

Saint Thomas Aquinas begins his extraordin&ymmawith the great
“question” of whether or not there is a God. Imirast, modern secular atheists
tend to simply assert their “answer” that God contit exist. They apparently
believe that truth can only be found in what camtsasured, counted, or analyzed
by the scientific method. Their faith in sciendeng, however, is grounded in
what could only be described as a sophomoric utaledgg of mathematics,
biology, physics, and cosmology. Their convictioather obviously run counter
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to the symbolic, almost mystical language now wideded in the higher sciences
to describe such possibilities as dark matter, dawkrgy, the implications of

guantum mechanics, neutrinos, extra dimensionsshitrg membranes, and
parallel universes. Secularists seem preoccupere@lynwith the details of reality

rather than with any curiosity about its organizmganing.

The wisest teachers of the Church have long poiote that to say that God
exists or does not exist are both erroneous asssytbecause they try to force God
to be like all other realities, and therefore rmbe God. Logically the Supreme
Being simply cannot be described in the same wastleer beings. The brilliant
Aguinas observed that conceptionally God is nohiagt with properties or a
substance with accidents, as in the case of evegy#ise. All normal standards of
understanding must be negated when speaking atlwmut &f ST 3:6-7) His being
Is his essence. There is nothing in God that tsGud himself. There really are
no human words that can accurately refer both@édCteator and creation, not even
the wordis. God’s nature suffers no restraints, except @t of his love, and
there simply are no limits to his existence. Felidvers, any language regarding
God must always recognize that God is the ultinaaie inexhaustible truth from
which all reality emerge and toward which all regjourneys.

By contrast, the fundamentalists among modernlgests just assert that all
guestions about God are meaningless because tineptche subjected to their
narrow definition of the scientific method. In aece itself, however, there are
observable singularities and apparently irratioglaiments in the very nature of
space and time that should invite wonder rathen timellectual complacency.
The fact is that there are all sorts of very real aven necessary things such as
human play, poems, songs, humor, meditation, &ortes that simply cannot be
scientifically measured. The philosophical posstis, however, apparently rest in
the security of the little they know and are emjildosed to the immensity of what
they do not know.

Certainly the scientific method in and of itsef unable to provide a
meaningful explanation for what could be called #ssence of existence. As
Albert Einstein once pointed out: “Religion with@acience is lame, while science
without religion is blind.” An openness to mysteand the concept of infinite
truth far from being examples of irrationality hawéien been the impetus for
seeking deeper meaning, new insight, unexpecteccowksy, enhanced
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understanding, liberating perception, and greagaritgal and even material
progress. Recognizing the limitations of a momenthuman knowledge has
historically been an enormous impetus for changkeranewal.

Determined secularists also seem to part compatty tive clear evidence
that humanity seembard wiredto seek greater consciousness and persistently
craves for transcendence. Human beings are vetpudly social beings with an
instinct for ritual, who flourish in community, aniehtuitively seek a kind of
communion with the infinite. A sense of awe befoature, the creation of music,
art, architecture, selfless love, noble valueslogbphies, theologies, exultation in
worship, and especially the human capacity for veorall have direct ties to a
profound religious instinct in human nature. Popenedict XVI in his
challenging lecture at Regensburg, observed: “Thv@age to engage the whole
breadth of reason, and not the denial of its grandkis is the program with which
a theology grounded in biblical faith enters irfie tiebates of our time.”

Most sadly, it happens that our “local church,& t@atholic Diocese of
Peoria, now exists in a political reality that mcieasingly secular in outlook and
today is often specifically hostile to the conwets of our Faith. Atheists and
secularists have long realized that the Churcharh®is perhaps the largest single
institution that still stands in the way of a coetely secularized society. In
lllinois where politics are notoriously corrupt amdose governmental agenda is
so singularly ineffective, intrenched political pemhappens to be concentrated in
a single region that for generations has been inemameform. This situation has
given determined special interest groups a unigoounity to impose their
views on everyone else as they endeavor to exdaitle from any role in the
public forum.

For example, in the past year, in a state that igast $13 billion in debt,
that has imposed a crippling increase in taxesa lame ducksession of the
General Assembly, a bill cynically entitled “Thelinbis Religious Freedom
Protection Act” was passed and signed into law.e Bishops of lllinois were
personally assured that the Church’s institutiomshsas Catholic Charities and
Catholic health care would be exempted, as a redé®raccommodation such as
was given in the states of New York and Rhode tsldrat around the same time
also passed civil union legislation. In lllinoispwever, these assurances were
promptly disavowed when the state’s political leatlgp was threatened with
financial retribution by persons and organizatidmssically operating out of
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Chicago. What would be unthinkable against thevimbions of any other religious
group in lllinois has apparently become acceptaghanst believing Catholics.

In the case of Catholic Charities, not the slight®nsideration was given to
the needs of those children whose quality of lifessvmost at risk. Some of these
young people have been so neglected or damageth#atould never be placed
in family foster care. Instead they required theecof group homes on the campus
of Guardian Angel Orphanage, where for over 10Gs/ear Diocese has lovingly
served those children most in need. The enormsugpdion and awful pain of the
most vulnerable apparently meant nothing whatsovére political leadership of
our state.

Recently, some politicians have even begun to igaibl depreciate the
unique contribution that Catholic healthcare offergpeople of every race, color,
and creed, often in areas that would otherwisesbessly under served. It should
be apparent to everyone who watches the news ds i@ papers how often in
Central lllinois the victims of crime or acciderd aell as the critical needs of
babies and children are so generously and extraamityi well served by Catholic
healthcare. Catholic hospitals also bring the igpeagifts of faith, prayer, and
community to the care of the sick. While it isdrthat these institutions are
supported by insurance and governmental fundsn@fwahen the State of lllinois
ever bothers to pay its bills), it should be naotleak they are sustained as well by
the continuing sacrifice of congregations of Conatsxl Religious, the Catholic
faithful, and many diverse people of good will.a voracious government wants
even more tax revenue, it should certainly lookewlsere than to religious
institutions manifestly engaged in public service the sake of Christ and the
common good. Under the Constitution and in a $pdheat likes to think of itself
as being pluralistic, the fact that Catholic headite is faith-based, pro-life, and
pro-marriage, should not be allowed to justify whabuld basically be a
determined political decision to eliminate this dorestablished and widely
appreciated ministry of our Church.

As your Bishop, | now believe it is ordily necessary to raise an alarm
among the faithful regarding growing threats to oceligious freedom due to the
increasing steps toward radical secularizationnalalace in lllinois. Beside the
abrupt exclusion of Catholic Charities from childeand adoption services and
increasing attempts to intimidate Catholic healtecd am also concerned about
possible future moves that could be made agaieshttependence of our Catholic
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schools and other public ministries of our DioceEBgentually it may come to pass
that our fidelity to the Gospel of Christ and totl@dic tradition may place us in
direct conflict with recent legal definitions ofehState of lllinois. There are
certainly some in our state whose commitment téhaéis secularism is so intense
that they may well try to restrict the Church’s eobnly to the sacristy and
sanctuary.

| am especially scandalized by some “Catholic”itmedns who willingly
collaborate with efforts to restrict the civil likhg of the faith tradition from which
they were originally sprung. Many of those in offiwho were taught to read and
write in Catholic schools, now seem entirely ingliint to the consciences of those
Catholics who live their faith. On Ash Wednesdthgy like to be conspicuous
with crosses on their foreheads, but the true CobsShrist seems far from their
hearts and minds. They enjoy parties on March #feahd wearing green sweaters
but in effect are ashamed of Saint Patrick’s unwagezeal for the Catholic
Christianity. They like photo opportunities withet hierarchy, but break their
word to them without a moment’s hesitation. Thmegy still use the rituals of
Catholicism to mark their happy and sad occasibasapparently would sell their
soul for a vote or a dollar.What does it benefit a person to gain the wholedvor
but lose their sou(Mark 8:36), but eternal loss for the sake of puldiffice in
lllinois is an extraordinarily foolish deal witheldevil. Such people certainly need
our prayers, but they should no longer be ablake bur friendship or our support
for granted.

In point of fact, | never have and never will tdie flock entrusted to my
care which party or what candidates deserve thw#.v The regions and political
situations of our state are diverse, as are tleagtins and weaknesses of members
of both parties. It is also true that in contengpgrCatholic thought, it is primarily
the laity who should take the leading role in traditigal and economic arenas.
Among religious groups, however, American Catholes/e in recent decades
become remarkably passive even in the face of tetmnhostility from the media,
the entertainment industry, and now from some ip@its. Even when our
institutions are attacked and our most sacred fseheld up for scorn, many
Catholics sadly remain silent. As your Bishopsitherefore my duty before God
to call faithful Catholics into more assertive aatiin defense of our religion and
those public ministries which we hold to be the kvof Christ.
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Living in the saeculumhas always meant that our fidelity to God will be
tested. Earlier generations of Catholics in Cerlitaois faced some measure of
discrimination. The anti-Catholicism of those dayswever, did not prevent our
spiritual ancestors with very limited resourcesnfrduilding their parishes,
convents, monasteries, schools, orphanages, angditdilssand even more
importantly passing on the Faith undiminished &rtlehildren and their children’s
children. If other people either misunderstood samply hated Catholic
Christianity, those who went before us were nevwmslagetic about what they
believed or unstinting in defense of their Churchhis is the received religious
heritage that has so enormously gifted our lived &n which we should all
continue to owe our absolute allegiance.

Today, however, loyal believers are called uponamby to defend the Faith
but even to defend the very concept of faith in fdme of aggressive secularism
and increasingly intolerant atheism. It now sedmde the unbelievers who
apparently hope to initiate some new kind of ings designed to entirely
exclude God from the public forum. In the facegobwing hostility, practicing
Catholics need to recognize that the choices weenaaikl the witness we either
offer or withhold will have both temporal and etgrnonsequences for each one of
us. Christ the Lord has promised that ¢faees of helivill not prevail against the
Church he founded on the rock of Peter’s faith thNaw 16:1), but he also warned
that at the end of time he will deny those who déim (cf. Matthew 10:33).
Catholicism is filled with enormous spiritual rickss, a cohesive intellectual
tradition, and a remarkable commitment to charitgl aervice. It is the Faith for
which we should be ready and willing to give ouaite and even to offer up our
lives. Itis also the Faith by which we all centgiwill be judged before the throne
of Almighty God.

Given at my Chancery,

January 8, 2012
Feast of the Epiphany

AL Joappiato R, ._s““ad«? rle

*Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.
BISHOP OF PEORIA
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